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Jeff Cowan is recognized as one of Canada's leading public

law litigators.

 

He acts as counsel before administrative tribunals and the trial and appellate courts in many aspects of

public law, including professional self-regulation and discipline, judicial review of government decision-

making, freedom of information and privacy matters, municipal and provincial planning and

environmental approvals, municipal assessment and taxation, health, education, alcohol and gaming,

legislative drafting and government relations, and the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. In

addition, Jeff regularly litigates in matters relating to real property, including purchase and sale disputes,

lease and contract interpretation, expropriation, valuation, taxation, boundary and ownership

issues, Indigenous peoples’ land claims, and arbitration proceedings, including acting as an arbitrator

and mediator.

Jeff has argued many of the leading cases – including in the Supreme Court of Canada – in the areas

of tribunal jurisdiction and independence, Ministerial discretion, standard of judicial review, equality

rights, constitutionality and interpretation of taxation and valuation legislation and remedies, freedom

of information, Indigenous peoples’ land claims and remedies, ownership of waterfront property, and

the interpretation of commercial leases.

 

 



  

Called to the Bar
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• LL.M., Osgoode Hall Law

School, 1983

• Dip.L., University of Oxford,

1977

• LL.B., Osgoode Hall Law

School, 1975

• B.A., University of Toronto,

1972
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• ADR Institute of Ontario, Inc.

• Canadian Institute for

Administration of Justice

• Canadian Property Tax

Association

• International Property Tax

Institute

• Lambda Alpha International

(Honorary Land Economics

Society)

• Ontario Bar Association

• Toronto Lawyers Association

• The Advocates' Society
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Significant Cases

C.U.P.E. v. Ontario (Minister of Labour) – Jeff was co-counsel, along with WeirFoulds partner Greg

Richards, for the Canadian Bar Association in its successful intervention before the Supreme Court of

Canada in this leading case in administrative law involving judicial review of the Minister’s discretionary

decision to appoint retired judges as chairs of interest arbitration panels in the health care sector.

Chippewas of Kettle and Stony Point v. Canada and Chippewas of Sarnia v. Canada – Jeff was

successful counsel in these important decisions on aboriginal law and remedies in land claims, in the

Supreme Court of Canada and the Court of Appeal for Ontario.

M. v. H. Jeff was counsel for the United Church of Canada in this leading Supreme Court of Canada

decision on equality rights under the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

Municipal Property Assessment Corp v. BCE Place Ltd. and Nesse Holdings Inc. v. Regional Assessment

Commissioner – Jeff was counsel in these leading Court of Appeal for Ontario decisions on the

interpretation of property assessment legislation.

Tranchemontagne v. Ontario (Director, Disability Support Program, Ministry of Community and Social

Services) – Jeff was counsel for the Social Benefits Tribunal in this leading Supreme Court of Canada

decision on the jurisdiction of tribunals to deal with challenges to their decision-making based on

human rights legislation.

Orlando Corp. v. Zellers Inc., and CT Securities Ltd. v. Oxford Properties. Ltd. – Jeff was successful

counsel in these two Court of Appeal for Ontario decisions involving the interpretation of commercial

leases.

Hewat v. Ontario – Jeff acted as counsel for the Canadian Bar Association as an intervenor in this

Court of Appeal for Ontario decision dealing with the independence and appointment of members of

the Ontario Labour Relations Board.



W.C.B. v. Ontario – Jeff was counsel for the Workers’ Compensation Board in this Court of Appeal for

Ontario decision dealing with the release of competitive information to third parties under freedom of

information and privacy legislation.

Hudson’s Bay Company v. Ontario – Jeff was successful counsel to numerous shopping centre owners

in Toronto in this Court of Appeal for Ontario case involving the constitutionality of municipal

legislation.

Freidberg Ltd v. City of Toronto – Jeff was successful counsel in this Court of Appeal for Ontario

decision regarding taxpayer remedies against municipalities.

Rowntree Beach Association v. Ontario (Attorney General)- Jeff was successful counsel in this leading

case on original Crown surveys and the ownership of waterfront property in Ontario.
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Awards

Recognized in Lexology Index: Canada as a leading practitioner in Professional Negligence

Repeatedly recognized in the Lexpert Special Edition: Infrastructure

Recognized in the Lexpert Special Edition – Canada’s Leading Litigation Lawyers, 2020

Repeatedly recognized by Best Lawyers in Canada as a leading lawyer in Administrative and

Public Law, Alternative Dispute Resolution and Real Estate Law

Repeatedly recognized in the Canadian Legal Lexpert Directory as a leading lawyer in Litigation –

Regulatory and Public Law, Property Law, Property Development, and Indigenous Law

Recipient of the Society of Ontario Adjudicators and Regulators Medal for outstanding service

to the administrative justice system of Ontario

Recipient of the Ontario Court of Appeal Medallion for contributions to the administration of

justice

Dedicated Service Award, Canadian Bar Association – Ontario

Rated by Martindale Hubbell Ratings as “pre-eminent” (AV)

Professional Activities



Managing Partner of WeirFoulds from 1999-2003

Former Member-at-Large, Ontario Bar Association, Administrative Law Section (2019-2020,

2021-2022, 2022-2023)

Co-Editor, Ontario Annual Practice, Thomson Reuters (a leading publication in civil and public law

litigation)

Past Director, The Advocates’ Society

Member, International Property Tax Institute

Member and Past President, Canadian Property Tax Association

Member of the Secretariat, Civil Rules Committee

Past Member, Law Society of Upper Canada (Barristers’ Advisory Group – Bar Admission

Course)

Member, Ontario Divisional Court Users Committee

Member of Administrative Tribunals Committee, Canadian Institute for the Administration of

Justice

Course Director, Policy-Making in Administrative Tribunals, Osgoode Hall Law School Graduate

Program in Law (LLM), Winter 2011 and Summer 2012

Head of Section for Public Law in the Law Society of Upper Canada’s Bar Admission Course

from 1986 to 2005, prior to the Course changing to licensing examinations in 2006

Past Chair and Executive Member, Ontario Bar Association, Administrative Law Section

Former Council Member, Ontario Bar Association

 

Speaking Engagements

Speaker, "Legal Legends: Timeless Tales From Four Wise Men", 59th Annual National

Workshop, Canadian Property Tax Association, Montreal, QC, October 7, 2025

Moderator, "Insights on Reconsiderations and Appeals", Foundations in Adjudicative Tribunal

Competencies: Certificate Program, Ontario Bar Association, Online, May 21, 2025

Co-Chair, "Eight-Minute Administrative Law and Practice 2025", Law Society of Ontario,

Online, March 5, 2025

Co-Chair, "Eight-Minute Administrative Law and Practice 2024", Law Society of Ontario,

Online, March 5, 2024

Speaker, "Property Taxes 101", ICSC+Canadian Law, Toronto, ON, May 4, 2023

Speaker, "Legal and Regulatory Issues Facing Owners and Property Mangers", PM Springfest,

Toronto, ON, April 20, 2023

Co-Chair, "Six-Minute Administrative Law and Practice 2023", Law Society of Ontario, Online,

March 2, 2023

Chair and speaker, "Foundations in Adjudicative Tribunal Competencies: Insights from

Reconsiderations and Appeals", Ontario Bar Association, Online, June 22, 2022

Co-Chair, "Six-Minute Administrative Law and Practice 2022", Law Society of Ontario, Online,

March 1, 2022

Speaker, "Modernization Updates: How courts and tribunals – and we as litigators – continue

to adapt to the changes necessitated by the pandemic, including a review of the upcoming

changes to the Rules of Civil Procedure", Litigating in the New Normal: What’s Next,

WeirFoulds LLP, Online, November 30, 2021

Chair, "Foundations in Adjudicative Tribunal Competencies: Insights from Reconsiderations and



Appeals", Ontario Bar Association, Online, September 15, 2021

Speaker, “Assessment Appeal Preparation”, Institute of Municipal Assessors and International

Property Tax Institute, Toronto (Online) June 24, 2021

Co-Chair, The Six-Minute Administrative Lawyer, The Law Society of Upper Canada, Toronto

(Online), March 10, 2021

Panelist, "Cross Country Legal Panel - Standard of Review Post Vavilov”, 54th Annual National

Workshop, Canadian Property Tax Association, Calgary (Online), October 6, 2020

Co-Chair and Speaker, "A Closer Look at Tribunals Ontario: Clustering and Expertise", Six-

Minute Administrative law and Practice, Law Society of Ontario, Toronto, ON, March 3, 2020

Moderator, “Crown Liability and Proceedings Act 2019: Practice and Procedure”, OBA

Administrative Law/Public Sector Lawyers Program, Toronto, ON, December 4, 2019

Speaker, “Assessment & Taxation in Ontario: Looking Forward in Ontario Property Tax to 2020

and Beyond: Challenges and Realities", Tribunals Ontario and Drivers for Change, 9th Annual

RICS and IPTI Property Tax Seminar, Toronto, ON, November 26, 2019

Co-Chair, "Navigating Ontario's New Tribunal System: Theory and Practice", Ontario Bar

Association, Toronto, ON, October 30, 2019

Panelist, "Cross Border Legal Panel - Standard of Review", 53rd Annual National Workshop,

Canadian Property Tax Association, St. John's, NL, September 17, 2019

Roundtable Speaker, "Mediation and Arbitration – Does it Work or is it More Trouble Than it is

Worth?", International Council of Shopping Centers, 2019 Canadian Law Conference, Toronto,

ON, March 27, 2019

Speaker, "Legal and Regulatory Issues Affecting Building Owners & Property Managers," PM

Springfest, Toronto, ON, March 27, 2019

Co-Chair, The Six-Minute Administrative Lawyer, The Law Society of Upper Canada, Toronto,

March 5, 2019

Panelist, "Challenges and Practical Issues: Timing, Disclosures, Board Expectations and

Mediation & Resolutions", 8th Annual RICS and IPTI Property Tax Seminar, Toronto, November

21, 2018

Speaker, "Tribunal Standing on Judicial Review", Osgoode Hall Law School Graduate Program in

Law (LLM), Toronto, ON, November 16, 2018

Chair, "Assessment Case Law Update" Institute of Municipal Assessors Annual Conference,

Windsor, September 18, 2018

Co-Chair, "Advanced Issues in Professional Regulation”, Ontario Bar Association, Toronto, May

14, 2018

Co-Chair, "Professional Regulation Essentials", Ontario Bar Association, Toronto, May 14, 2018

Co-Chair, The Six Minute Administrative Lawyer, The Law Society of Upper Canada, Toronto,

March 1, 2018

Panelist: "Cutting through the red tape: Dealing with the difficult question of fair access" 7th

Annual RICS and IPTI Property Tax Seminar, Toronto November 22, 2017

Speaker, "Dispute Resolution Approaches - Mediation and Arbitration", Ontario Professional

Planners Institute Conference, Collingwood, ON, October 5, 2017

Speaker "Top Recent Decisions Public Sector Lawyers Need to Know" OBA, Toronto, June 15,

2017

Co-Chair, "Charter Issues at Administrative Tribunals", OBA, Toronto, ON, June 7, 2017

Speaker, "Legal and Regulatory Issues Affecting Building Owners & Property Managers,"

Springfest, May 3, 2017

Roundtable Speaker, "Arbitration Clauses", International Council of Shopping Centers 2017



Canadian Law Conference, Toronto, April 28, 2017

Co-Chair, The Six Minute Administrative Lawyer, The Law Society of Upper Canada, Toronto,

March 1, 2017

Speaker, "Administrative law – What Makes it Different ", Canadian Property Tax Association

Ontario Open Forum, Toronto, February 13, 2017

Faculty, "MPAC Training Session: Negotiation Strategies and Techniques" The Advocates'

Society, September 20, 2016 , Toronto

Speaker: "Discovery-Past Present and Future Considerations ", The Institute of Law Clerks of

Ontario , September 14, 2016, TorontoChair and Speaker, "Municipal Tax Applications and

Rebates", Institute of Municipal Assessors Annual Conference, Niagara Falls, June 28, 2016

Speaker, "Special Purpose Properties: Market Value or Value to Owner", Cross Canada Update,

AEC Property Tax Solutions, Toronto, June 15, 2016

Panelist, "Current Issues and Challenges", Ontario Property Tax Summit 2016, International

Property Tax Institute, Niagara Falls, May 16, 2016

Roundtable Speaker, "Arbitration Clauses", International Council of Shopping Centers 2016

Canadian Law Conference, Toronto, April 22, 2016

Speaker, "Legal and Regulatory Issues Affecting Building Owners & Property Managers,"

Springfest, April 7, 2016

Co-Chair, The Six Minute Administrative Lawyer, The Law Society of Upper Canada, Toronto,

March 3, 2016

Co-Chair, Ontario Bar Association Annual Institute, Administrative Law "Balancing

Transparency, Privacy, and Expediency in the Digital Age", Toronto, February 4, 2016

Speaker, Law Society of Upper Canada, "Discoveries: Five Years Post-Change"- Toronto,

November 26, 2015

Chair, "Cross Canada Legal Update", Canadian Property Tax Association National Workshop,

Halifax, September 29, 2015

Panelist, "Assessment Case Law: Significant Assessment Decisions in the Past Year", Institute of

Municipal Assessors, Annual Conference, Ottawa, June 15, 2015

Panelist, Roundtable on Legal and Regulatory Issues for Property Managers and Owners, 21st Annual

Springfest, Toronto, April 30, 2015

Steering Committee and Speaker, "Hot Cases and Leading Cases", Planning & Development Law

Forum, Cambridge, April 16-17, 2015

Roundtable Speaker, "Realty Tax Grants", International Council of Shopping Centers 2015

Canadian Law Conference, Toronto, April 15, 2015

Co-Chair, The Six Minute Administrative Lawyer, The Law Society of Upper Canada, Toronto,

March 10, 2015

Speaker, "Avoiding conflicts of interest: how the new Rules affect you", Canadian Property Tax

Association Ontario Open Forum, Toronto, February 10, 2015

Steering Committee and Speaker, Planning & Development Law Forum, Cambridge, April 10-11,

2014

Roundtable Speaker, "Arbitration Clauses" International Council of Shopping Centers 2014

Canadian Law Conference, Toronto, March 27, 2014

Co-Chair, The Six Minute Administrative Lawyer, The Law Society of Upper Canada, Toronto,

March 20, 2014

Panelist, "Safeguarding Real Estate Transactions", Law Society of Upper Canada, Toronto,

November 13, 2013

Speaker, "Active Adjudication and Civility" SOAR Annual Conference, Toronto, November 7,



2013

Moderator, "New ARB Rules of Procedure: Challenges and Opportunities," Institute of Municipal

Assessors, Annual Conference, Kingston, June 24, 2013

Administrative Law Refresher and Overview, Administrative Law Practice Essentials, The Law

Society of Upper Canada, Toronto, May 16, 2013

Steering Committee and Speaker, Planning & Development Law Forum, Cambridge, April 11-12,

2013

Chair, Clusters' Update - Current and Emerging Issues, Ontario Bar Association, Toronto,

March 6, 2013

Co-Chair, The Six Minute Administrative Lawyer, The Law Society of Upper Canada, Toronto,

March 6, 2013

Speaker, Planning and Building on Professionalism: Dos and Don'ts for the Municipal Law

Specialist, OBA Toronto, December 6, 2012

Co-Presenter, Legal and Regulatory Issues for Property Managers and Owners, Property

Management Exposition & Conference, Toronto, November 28, 2012

Co-Chair and Speaker, Fundamentals of Administrative Law & Practice, The Canadian Institute,

April 19-20, 2012

Steering Committee & Speaker, Planning and Development Law Forum, Cambridge, April 12-13,

2012

Co-Chair, The Six Minute Administrative Lawyer, The Law Society of Upper Canada, Toronto,

February 24, 2012

"A Guide to Judicial Review" , OBA Annual Institute, Toronto, Administrative Law Practice: Back to

Basics, February 10, 2012

Speaker, "Legal Framework Governing Administrative Hearings: Procedural Fairness" 2nd

Annual Fair Hearing Conference, Federated Press, Toronto, September 12, 2011

Speaker, "Devising Tribunal Rules That Work", Canadian Institute, 11th Annual Advanced

Administrative Law and Practice Conference, Ottawa, October 25-26, 2011

Speaker, WeirFoulds LLP 2011 Professional Development Series, Your Cornerstone Relationships;

Your Practice, Your Colleagues and the Law Society, Toronto, October 13, 2011

Facilitator, Law Society of Upper Canada and the University of Toronto Faculty of Law, 

Professionalism and Practice Issues for Junior Litigators, Toronto, October 12, 2011

Co-Chair, Ontario Bar Association, Annual Update on Judicial Review, Toronto, October 4, 2011

Speaker, "Equity in the Assessment World", Institute of Municipal Assessors, 55th Annual

Conference, Niagara Falls, June 7, 2011

Speaker, "Winning Written Submissions", The Advocates' Society, Brown Bag Series: Winning Oral

and Written Submissions, Toronto, May 25, 2011

Steering Committee and Speaker, Planning & Development Law Forum, Cambridge, April 14-15,

2011

Chair and Speaker, Fundamentals of Administrative Law & Practice, The Canadian Institute, April

12-13, 2011

Co-Presenter, Roundtable on Legal and Regulatory Issues for Property Managers and Owners, 17th

Annual Springfest, Toronto, April 6, 2011

Co-Chair, The Six Minute Administrative Lawyer, The Law Society of Upper Canada, Toronto,

February 23, 2011

Chair, "Cross Canada Legal Update", Canadian Property Tax National Valuation & Legal Symposium,

Toronto, February 7-8, 2011

Speaker, "Municipal Property Taxes: New Complexities, Pitfalls, Opportunities and Strategies",



Federated Press, 12th Tax Planning for Real Estate Transactions, Toronto, January 26-27, 2011

Speaker, "Human Rights Code and Charter Jurisdiction", Environment and Land Tribunals Ontario

Training Seminar, Toronto, November 29, 2010

Speaker, "Emerging Issues from the Supreme Court", Conference of Ontario Boards & Agencies

(COBA), 22nd Annual Conference, Toronto, November 4, 2010

Speaker, "Equity and Assessments", Assessment Review Board Training Seminar, Toronto,

October 6, 2010

Co-leader and Speaker, "Fair Hearings", Federated Press, Toronto, September 29-30, 2010

Speaker, "How to be a Good Expert Witness", Canadian Property Tax Association, Inc., National

Workshop, Quebec City, September 26-29, 2010

Speaker, "Roundtable on Legal & Regulatory Issues Facing Property Managers", PM

Expo Springfest, Toronto, April 28, 2010

Chair and Speaker, "Fundamentals of Administrative Law & Practice", The Canadian Institute,

April 19-20, 2010

Steering Committee and Speaker, Planning & Development Law Forum, Cambridge, April 15-16,

2010

Coach, "Do a Trial", The Advocates' Society, March 27, 2010

Chair, "Riparian Rights", Ontario Bar Association, March 24, 2010

Speaker, "Taxes for Dummies (and Smart People Too), International Council of Shopping

Centres, Canadian Law Conference, February 25-26, 2010

Speaker, "4th Decision Writing Workshop", Ottawa, February 23-24, 2010

Co-Chair, The Six Minute Administrative Lawyer, The Law Society of Upper Canada, February 23,

2010

Speaker, "National Valuation and Legal Symposium", Canadian Property Tax Association, Inc.,

February 8-9, 2010

Speaker, "2009 National Roundtable on Administrative Law", The Canadian Institute for the

Administration of Justice, Halifax, May 29, 2009

Steering Committee and Speaker, Planning & Development Law Forum, April 28-29, 2009

Co-Chair and Speaker, "Fundamentals of Administrative Law and Practice", The Canadian

Institute, April 23-24, 2009

Co-Chair, The Six-Minute Administrative Lawyer, The Law Society of Upper Canada, February 24,

2009

Speaker, "Aboriginal Law, Consultation and Accommodation", The Canadian Institute, February

18-19, 2009

Speaker, "Administrative Law 2008", Ontario Bar Association, 18th Annual Operation Update,

October 3, 2008

Speaker, "Standard of Review", The Law Society of Upper Canada, Administrative Law Update

2008, September 17, 2008

Speaker, "Administrative Law Update", Council of Canadian Administrative Tribunals (CCAT),

Gatineau, June 27, 2008

Steering Committee and Speaker, Planning & Development Law Forum, June 9-10, 2008

Co-Chair, Fundamentals of Administrative Law & Practice, The Canadian Institute, April 28-29,

2008

Speaker, "Administrative Tribunals and Aboriginal Law Matters: Practical Tips and Strategies",

Ontario Bar Association, Toronto, April 28, 2008

Speaker, "Arbitration (clauses): Do's and Don'ts", International Council of Shopping Centers, 

Canadian Law Conference, March 6, 2008



Speaker, "A Guide to Judicial Review", CATC, Justice is Appealing: Effective Appellate Litigation,

February 5, 2008

Speaker, "Privacy Issues Regarding Databases", Canadian Bar Association, 2nd Annual Privacy

Law Summit, November 5, 2007

Speaker, "The New Administrative Law", The Law Society of Upper Canada, October 24, 2007

Speaker, "Hot Topics in Constitutional, Charter and Human Rights Law: What's New? What's

on the Horizon?", The Canadian Institute, Advanced Administrative Law & Practice, October 19,

2007

Moderator, Cross Canada Legal Update, CPTA National Workshop, Victoria, October 1, 2007

Steering Committee and Speaker, Planning & Development Law Forum, May 8-9, 2007

Speaker, "Bias and Lack of Independence: Substantive Issues", The Canadian Institute, 

Fundamentals of Administrative Law Practice, April 19-20, 2007

Speaker, "Property Tax Issues", International Council of Shopping Centers, 2007 Canadian Law

Conference, March 1, 2007

Speaker, "Bits-n Bites: Additional Bill 51 Amendments", The Planning Forum, One-Day

Conference: The Planning Act: Bill 51, February 19, 2007

Speaker, "First Nations' Ancestral Sites and Legal Issues", Ontario Professional Planners

Institute, Conference on Planning & Archaeology, Utopia, February 16, 2007

Speaker, "Getting Beyond the Backlog: Understanding Aboriginal Title, the Claims Process,

Compensation Issues and Implementation Challenges", Canadian Institute, National Conference:

Aboriginal Law and Consultation, February 14, 2007

Speaker, "Pre-Trial Remedies: An Overview", Ontario Bar Association, 2007 Annual Institute of

Continuing Legal Education - Civil Litigation, February 5-6, 2007

Guest Instructor, LL.M. Programme in Civil Litigation and Dispute Resolution, Osgoode Hall Law

School, October 2006

Speaker, "Cross Canada Legal Update - Ontario", Canadian Property Tax Association, National

Workshop, Montreal, September 23-27, 2006

Moderator, "Special Taxing Regimes - Pros and Cons", Canadian Property Tax Association, National

Workshop, Montreal, September 23-27, 2006

Commentator, "Exclusive and Concurrent Jurisdiction", Canadian Institute for the

Administration of Justice Roundtable, Ottawa, June 9, 2006

Speaker, "Unauthorized Delegation and Fettering of Discretion", Ontario Bar Association,

Municipal Law Section program, Current and Upcoming Local Government Issues, June 6, 2006

Steering Committee and Speaker, Planning & Development Law Forum, May 9-10, 2006

Co-chair, "Fundamentals of Administrative Law & Practice", The Canadian Institute Conference;

Speaker, "Independence and Impartiality - Recent Developments", Toronto, April 27-28, 2006

Speaker, "Bill 53: A Template for New Municipal Taxation?", Canadian Property Tax

Association, April 12, 2006

Co-chair, New Directions in Administrative Law & Practice, Osgoode Hall Law School, National

Forum, September 20 - 21, 2005

Speaker, "Best Practice(s) before the Divisional Court", Ontario Bar Association, Administrative

Law Section Program, June 13, 2005

Steering Committee, First Annual Planning and Development Law Forum, Cambridge, May 10-11,

2005

Co-chair, Fundamentals of Administrative Law & Practice, The Canadian Institute Conference,

Toronto, May 2-3, 2005

"Best Practices and Procedures in Corporate, Commercial and Civil Litigation Case



Management", Insight Information Co., 3rd Annual Law Clerks' Forum, Toronto, March 7-8, 2005

"The Tax Provisions", WeirFoulds LLP Conference, Ontario's New Brownfields Law, Toronto,

October 27, 2004

Co-chair, Fundamentals of Administrative Law & Practice, The Canadian Institute, Toronto, April 22

- 23, 2004

"Impartiality and Independence of Administrative Decision-Making", The Canadian Institute, 

Fundamentals of Administrative Law and Practice, Toronto, April 22-23, 2004

Chair, The Public Inquiry: Public Accountability or Distraction? Ontario Bar Association,

Administrative Law Section Program, March 30, 2004

"Property Tax Allocation Issues", International Council of Shopping Centers, Canadian Law

Conference, March 4, 2004

"Aboriginal Claims", The Law Society of Upper Canada, Best Practices for Recreational Property

Transactions, March 3, 2004

"The Constitution and Administrative Discretion", Ontario Bar Association, The Constitution in

Your Administrative Law Practice, March 2, 2004

"Determining the Standard of Review: The Pragmatic and Functional Analysis", Canadian

Institute for the Administration of Justice Seminar, Standard of Review in Administrative Law, May

29, 2003

Co-chair, Meeting Your Obligations Under Ontario's New Safe Drinking Water Act, The Canadian

Institute Conference, April 7-8, 2003

"Standards of Judicial Review", Annual Update on Judicial Review, January 21, 2003, Ontario Bar

Association, Administrative Law Section program, cited by the Supreme Court of Canada in 

Toronto (City) v C.U.P.E., Local 79 [2003] 3 S.C.R. 77

"The Standard of Review: The Common Sense Evolution?" The Canadian Institute, 

Administrative Law & Practice, October 7, 2002

"The Municipal Revenue Function under the New Municipal Act, 2001", The Canadian

Institute, Ontario's New Municipal Act, June 10-11, 2002

"Effectively Using Motions to Attack an Opponent's Case", The Canadian Institute, Advanced

Civil Procedure Conference, Strategically Deploying the Ontario Rules to Build and Win Your Case,

April 8, 2002

"Recourse for Clients: New Areas of Litigation", The Law Society of Upper Canada, Property Tax

Assessments 2002, February 27, 2002

Moderator, "Effective Advocacy", Ontario Bar Association, Annual Institute, Fundamentals of

Administrative Law and Practice, January 25, 2002

"How to Successfully Argue a Judicial Review Application", The Canadian Institute, December

4, 2001

"Getting Behind the Numbers: A Focus on Taxation of Real Property", Canadian Property Tax

Association, October 30, 2001

"Municipal Tax and Property Assessment Reform in Ontario", Ontario Bar Association, Annual

Institute, February 1, 2001

"Taking the Ontario Municipal Board to Court", Ontario Bar Association, March 2001

"Leasehold Tax Apportionment", The Law Society of Upper Canada, Property Tax Assessments,

January 18, 2001

"Practical Considerations in Divisional Court", Ontario Bar Association, Taking the Tribunal to

Court, October 20, 2000

Co-chair, "Administrative Tribunals 2000", Osgoode Hall Law School, June 10, 1999

"Appealing Property Taxes", Osgoode Hall Law School, Tax Appeal Procedures 1998 and Beyond,



January 19, 1998

"The British Columbia AVA System", Infonex, Property Tax and Assessment Reform, September

18-19, 1997

"Complaints and Disciplinary Proceedings Under the Regulated Health Professions Act", The

Canadian Medical Legal Conference and Dental Legal Update, June 5 - 6, 1997

"Minimizing Taxes on Commercial Properties", Insight, Reducing Municipal Property Taxes,

February 28, 1995

"Shopping Centre Apportionment", The Canadian Institute, Real Property Assessment and Business

Taxes, November 23, 1994

"Administrative Law in the Charter Era An Overview", Ontario Bar Association, Charter Issues in

Administrative Proceedings 1990 and Beyond, February 8 -10, 1990

"Plans of Subdivision, Site Plan Agreements, Levies and the Ontario Municipal Board", The Law

Society of Upper Canada, The OMB for the Non-Specialist: Keeping It In-House, 1989

"Challenging Government Action: The Charter and Administrative Law" (co-authored with M.J.

Dougherty), The Law Society of Upper Canada, Administrative Law: Deflecting the Glacier, 1988

Additional Publications:

Author, “ONCA, HABU, and MPAC’s BOP“, Canadian Property Tax Association newsletter,

July/August 2024

Ontario Annual Practice (Co-editor), annual publication on civil and public law litigation

“The Discretion of the Director of the Ontario Securities Commission” (1975), 13 Osgoode Hall Law

Journal 735.

“Administrative Remedies: Tribunal Creativity and Judicial Control”, Special Lectures of the Law

Society of Upper Canada, 1995.

“In Defence of Chippewas of Sarnia Band v. Canada (Attorney General)” (2002) 81:3 Canadian Bar

Review 727, co-authored with Justice Paul M. Perell.

Publications

Commercial Litigation Insights: Vexatious Litigant Proceedings Reformulated, August 07, 2024

Modernizing Oral Examinations: Changes Are Coming to Rule 34, August 11, 2022

Ch-ch-ch-changes: New Rules for Method of Attendance in Ontario Actions, August 12, 2021

Webinar Series: Beware of Boilerplate, February 05, 2020

Webinar: Commercial Litigation Seminar – Pre-Litigation Positioning: Tips for Improving Your

Case, November 06, 2019

Significant Changes to Rule 76 Simplified Procedure Actions Are Here, October 24, 2019

Webinar: Arbitration Clauses, September 30, 2019

Legal and Regulatory Issues Facing Building Owners and Property Managers, April 03, 2019

Government “Policy” Decisions Do Not Always Trump Judicial Review, September 20, 2018

Security for Appeal Costs: Litigation Tactics Through the Holistic Lens, November 07, 2017

Vacant Spaces: Challenges in the Economic Climate, February 02, 2016

Quiz: Good Faith and Honest Contractual Performance, May 27, 2015

Public Interest Litigation: Do Not Get Slapped, July 31, 2013

Legal Ethics – Getting SLAPPed by Costs?, December 06, 2012

Current Property Tax Issues, February 24, 2011
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