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Gerald Heckman, Professor, Faculty of Law, 
University of Manitoba will present his paper 
entitled “Dunsmuir and substantive review: 
implications and impact” which will examine 
Dunsmuir’s effect on the following aspects of 
the Standard of Review analysis:

• the role of precedent in establishing the 
standard of review;

• the relative importance of the statutory 
mechanism of review, the expertise of the 
decision maker, the purpose of the statute 
and the nature of the question;

• the Supreme Court’s renewed engagement 
with the concept of “true questions of juris-
diction”;

• the review of discretionary decisions;

• the application of statutory standards of re-
view; 

 and 

• the nature of reasonableness review, including 
whether this standard now comprises a spec-
trum of degrees of deference.

The Honourable  Justice Katherine Swinton,
Superior Court of Justice of Ontario, will comment 
on Professor Heckman’s presentation from the 
perspective of the bench and will provide practical 
advice on what a reviewing judge looks for in the 
reasons for decision provided by tribunals 
and other administrative decision makers.

Jeff G Cowan, Partner, Weir Foulds LLP, will com-
ment from a practitioner’s perspective.

2009 NATIONAL ROUNDTABLE ON ADMINISTRATIVE LAW
Participation of 10 judges under ss 41(1) of the Judges’ Act according to 
Resolution 37 (2009/2010)

Who will attend?

• The judiciary

• The tribunal community

• Academia

• Legal practitioners

This year’s roundtable will explore the impact of the Supreme Court of Canada’s 2008 judgment 
in Dunsmuir v. New Brunswick, 2008 SCC 9 on the substantive review of administrative decision 
making. Speakers include
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